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Ms. Traister's talk will examine the 2008

election as an instance of social rupture in
the United States, when assumptions
about who could be president were
exploded, as issues of gender, race, and
political power came into relief. She

will contextualize this election in relation
to the roundabout path of social progress,
looking back to historical rifts, resentments, and

inequities and considering how it offers us glimpses

of a future in which more kinds of power will be available to more kinds of people.

Wednesday, April 4, 2012 at Spm
University Hall 201 - The Hagstrum Room

Rebecca Traister, NU '97, is the author of Big Girls Don't
Cry: The Election That Changed Everything for American
Women (Free Press), a New York Times Notable Book of
2010. Traister is a contributor to the New York Times
Magazine and a writer at Salon.com, where she has
covered women in politics, media, and entertainment for
the last eight years. She has also written for Elle, The
Nation, The New York Observer, The Washington Post,
Slate, Vogue, and Glamour, among other publications. She
1s currently at work on a new book on single women in

America, to be published by Putnam in 2013,
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